	Armistice

On November 11, 191 8, the German and allied military leaders signed

an armistice which ended the fighting on the western front in World

War I.
	Attrition

Slowly wearing down. Often used to describe trench warfare in the

First World War.

	Balance of power

A strategy where nations or groups of nations will attempt to remain at approximately equal strength with one another. This process can often

result in an arms race, such as the naval power race between Britain and Germany before World War I.
	Canadian Expeditions Force (CEF)

Volunteer army formed in 1914 after the outbreak of war. Originally one division, it eventually grew to four infantry divisions plus artillery and all the necessary support services (medical, transport, etc.). By 1917 it was known as the Canadian Corps.

	Borden, Robert 1854-1937

Conservative Prime Minister of Canada 191 1 to 1920. Led Canada through the First World War. Notable decisions include the vote being

given to women, the Conscription Act, and his insistence on Canada signing the Treaty of Versailles and being given a seat at the League of

Nations.
	Casualty

In a war, military casualties are considered to be all those people put - out of action by being wounded or killed. Also included are the missing.

	Conscription crisis 1917-1918

In 1917, after his visit to the front, Borden introduced the Military Service Act. The Act was particularly unpopular in Quebec where the voluntary enlistment rate had been much lower than in the rest of Canada. Borden decided to call an election over the issue. The Military Voters' Act and the Wartime Elections' Act, together with the support of those Liberal MPs who had broken ranks with their leader, Wilfred Laurier and had supported Borden over conscription, gave Borden an election victory.  There would be lasting bitterness over the issue! And in the end only 25,000 conscripted soldiers ever got to France.
	Convoy system

Used in both the First and Second World Wars. Several cargo ships would together sail from Canada to the UK protected by naval escort ships.

	Influenza

The so-called "Spanish 'flu" of 1918-1919 was one of the worst pandemics in human history. Between 30 and 50 million people died from it in most parts of the world, including Canada.
	Corvette

A small naval escort ship used extensively by the Royal Canadian Navy escort convoys during the battle of the Atlantic.

	Currie, General Sir Arthur 1875-1914

Originally a real estate salesman in Victoria, Currie became the first Canadian Commander of the Canadian Corps in World War I. He had commanded one of the divisions at Vimy and all four divisions at Passchendaele, as well as during the 100 Days campaign in late 1918.
	Declaration of War

In 1914 Britain declared war on Cermany on August 4, after Cermany had attacked neutral Belgium. Canada was considered to be automatically at war as Britain still controlled our foreign affairs.

	Enemy alien

A resident of Canada who had citizenship in an enemy country during the First or the Second World War. (See Japanese Canadians.) Other examples include people who held citizenship from Germany or Italy in the Second World, and those who had held citizenship of the Austro-Hungarian Empire or the German Empire in the First World War.
	Ferdinand, Archduke 1863-1914

Heir to the throne of the Austrian-Hungarian Empire. Assassinated by Gavrilo Princip in the Bosnian town of Sarajevo on June 28, 191 4.

Austria used the resulting crisis as an excuse for attacking Serbia, which eventually led to the outbreak of the First World War.

	Gas warfare

In April 191 5 at the 2nd Battle of Ypres, the Germans used gas warfare for the first time. It was subsequently used by both the Germans and

the Allies for the rest of the First World War. Heavier than air, mustard and chlorine gases had devastating results on soldiers in low trenches,

and destroyed lungs and eyesight.
	Haig, Field Marshall 1861 -1928

British Commander of all British and Empire forces in 1916-1918, he was responsible for the strategies used at the Somme and Passchendaele, which resulted in huge casualty rates.

	Halifax Explosion 1917

Caused by the collision of the Imo and the munitions ship, Mont Blanc. The resulting explosion caused nearly 2000 deaths in Halifax and leveled a large part of the city.
	Hughes, Sam 1853-1921

Canadian Minister of Militia in World War I. He was responsible for the successful recruitment effort that took place at the outbreak of war. A

Canadian nationalist, he insisted that Canadian soldiers fight as units and not be split up into British battalions. Hughes was also responsible

for the "Shell Committee" which oversaw the manufacturing of munitions in Canada. He insisted that Canadian soldiers use the Ross

rifle, a weapon which was not suitable for the harsh conditions of the trenches.

	Hundred Days, 

A term which refers to the period from August 191 8 to November 11, 1918, when the Canadian Corps remained constantly on the offensive and spearheaded the effort to drive the German Army out of France.  The offensive ended with the signing of the Armistice on November 1 1,

191 8. he 100 Days proved to be Canada's most sustained offensive during the First World War.
	Imperialism

The takeover of territories by a country in order to create an empire. The period before the First World War is often referred to as the "Age

of Imperialism". Many of the more powerful European countries competed with each other for colonies in different parts of the world.

Imperialism is considered to be one of the chief causes of World War I.

	Income Tax

First introduced during World War I as a means of raising money for the war effort. It was to be a temporary measure!
	Internment camps

Used during World War I to intern over 8000 immigrants from Germany or Austria-Hungary.

	League of Nations

Formed as a result of agreements made at the Paris Peace talks of 191 9. Chief advocate was President Wilson of the USA Its chief purpose was to maintain peace throughout the world. Ironically, the US never joined the League and Germany was not permitted to join until 1926.

Canada, on Borden's insistence, was given a seat. The League was successful in its humanitarian endeavours. However, it was unable to

maintain peace during the 1930s in the face of German, Italian, and Japanese aggression. The League's successor was the United Nations, formed in 1945.
	Militarism

A nation's policy of placing an unusually great emphasis on maintaining strong military forces. Glorification of things military.  Often considered to be one of the chief causes of the First World War.

	Military Voters' Ad 1917

Borden introduced this law to allow men and women who were serving overseas during the First world War to vote. He correctly expected that most of them would vote for conscription.
	Nationalism

A strong attachment to one's nation, often mentioned as a chief cause of the outbreak of World War I in 191 4. Many of the nations of Europe were nationalistic, to the extent that they were willing to go to war.

	Newfoundland Regiment

On July 1, 191 6, took part in the Battle of the Somme, near the village of Beaumont Hamel in France. The battalion was nearly wiped out, with 90% casualties. Replaced with new volunteers and took part in several more battles during World War I. After the Battle of the Somme, it was known as t6e Royal Newfoundland Regiment.
	Newly industrialized countries

Refers to countries that are building up their industries and infrastructure. These countries are generally shifting from an agricultural to an industrial economy.

	"One Big Union”—OBU

Formed at the Western Labour conference in 191 9, its purpose was to represent all Canadian workers, in an attempt to have a greater influence over industry and government.
	One Hundred Days Campaign 1918

The last one hundred days of the First World War, from August to November 1 1, 191 8, saw the Canadian Corps take the offensive against the German Army. Over that period of time, the Canadian forces often spearheaded the Allied attack and made huge gains against the enemy. By November 11, when the war ended, the

Canadians were in Mons, Belgium.

	Ottoman Empire

Before the First World War, the name used for the Turkish Empire. In the seventeenth century, it had dominated most of South Eastern Europe. By 1914, the European part of the Empire had been reduced to a small area of land near Istanbul.
	Passchendaele, Battle of

British offensive at Passchendaele Ridge near Ypres, Belgium-planned and commanded by Field Marshall Haig. He was warned by Canadian

General Arthur Currie that casualties would be high. Over 15 000 Canadians were killed in the Battle. Conditions were so bad that many

soldiers actually drowned in the mud and water that filled the many shell holes on the slopes of the ridge.

	Propaganda

Used extensively by the government during both the First and Second World Wars. Canadians were persuaded to join the forces, buy victory bonds, put up with rationing, and dislike the enemy. During the First World War most propaganda was in print, or in the form of posters.
	Reparations

A reference to the reparations Germany had to pay the Allies as a result of the Treaty of Versailles. The Reparations were compensation for the destruction caused, primarily in Belgium and France, by the German Army. The total amount settled on was 32 billion US dollars. Only a small percentage of this money was paid during the 1920s, and with the onset of the Depression and the rise of Hitler to power in 1933, all payments ceased.

	Ross Rifle

A very accurate rifle used by Canadian soldiers during the first two years of the First World War. The soldiers, however, disliked the rifle as it frequently jammed in the mud of northern France. In 191 6 it was replaced by the more durable Lee Enfield rifle.
	Royal Flying Corps

Forerunner of the Royal Air Force (RAF) during the First World War.  Many Canadians served in the Corps as the Royal Canadian Air Force did not exist. Notables included Billy Bishop, Ray Barker, Raymond Collishaw, and Roy Brown.

	Russian Revolution

In November 191 7, the Bolsheviks (Communists), led by Lenin, took control of St. Petersburg and Moscow. The following year Canada joined with other western nations in an unsuccessful effort to defeat the Bolshevik forces and bring Russia into the First World War. Many western countries feared that the Soviet philosophy would spread to

other countries.
	Serbia

Before the First World War, a small Slavic nation in the Balkans which Austria-Hungary considered as a threat to security in its southern province. During the 1 9901s, Serbia became one of the new nations formed by the dissolution of the former country of Yugoslavia. Serbia became involved in wars in both Croatia and Bosnia. Canadian soldiers subsequently took part in peacekeeping efforts in those regions.

	Shell Committee

During the First World War, this committee formed by Sam Hughes was responsible for production of munitions in Canada. Eventually, one third of all munitions used by British and Empire forces was produced in Canada.
	Somme, Battle of the

A major British offensive that began on July 1 , 191 6 in northern France. It lasted five months with only a few kilometers of territory captured by the allies. The Newfoundland regiment took part in the battle on the first day and had 90% casualties-the highest of any Allied battalion. In September, the British used the tank for the first time in the history of warfare. There were some 1.25 million casualties suffered altogether on both sides.

	Vimy Ridge, Battle of

Took from April 9-April 12, 191 7. The low ridge in France had been held by the Germans since the summer of 191 4. Both the British and the French had attempted to capture the ridge and failed. On April 9, the Canadian Corps, commanded by Sir Julian Byng, assaulted the ridge and three days later had completely captured it. It is , considered to be Canada's greatest victory in the First World War. It brought great recognition to the exploits of the Canadian Corps and for many soldiers it increased their sense of pride in Canada as a nation.
	Submarine (U-boat)

Used extensively during the First World War by Cermany. By 1917, ships sailing from Canada to England were being sunk at alarming rates. In fact, the U-boat came close to winning the war for Cermany.  

	Trench warfare

A defensive strategy used by both sides on the western front during the First World War. A system of trenches was dug from the English

Channel to the Swiss border. Offensive tactics included artillery barrages followed by infantry going "over the top", crossing "no man's land" and attempting to capture the enemy's trench. Usually, such attacks failed due to the deployment of machine guns by the defender. Conditions in the trenches were horrible. Often there was mud or water. Dead bodies decayed nearby, and rats and lice were prevalent.


	Trenchfoot

A condition which caused soldiers' feet to swell and turn black. One of many unpleasant conditions which soldiers suffered from life in the wet trenches of the western front during the First World War.

	Triple Alliance

A military alliance which, before 191 4, consisted of Austria-Hungary, Germany, and Italy. When war broke out, Italy did not enter the war. Later, in 191 5, it joined the Allied side.  
	Triple entente

Alliance completed in 1907 consisting of Britain, France, and Russia.

	Union government 1917-1918

This government was formed with Borden's Conservative Party and Liberals who supported conscription. The combined party won the election of 191 7 and introduced conscription.
	Versailles, Treaty of

Signed by Germany and the Allies June 28, 191 9 at the Palace of Versailles, near Paris. Germany was forced to give up land and most of its military power. Furthermore, large reparations (payments) had to be made by Germany to France and Belgium, in particular. Prime

Minister Borden insisted that Canada be allowed to sign the Treaty separately from Britain.


	Veterans

Canadians who fought in wars of the twentieth century. After World War I, these people had difficulty fitting into civilian life as there were few jobs. After World War ll, the federal government gave education grants, low interest mortgages, and other incentives to the veterans.
	Victory Bonds

Government savings bonds sold to the public during both the First and Second World Wars. A great deal of money was raised for the war effort. There was also considerable propaganda value in that civilians felt they were contributing to the victory.

	Women's suffrage

The right of women to vote. In Canada, the first province to grant women the right to vote was Manitoba in 191 6. The federal government granted women who were serving overseas, or who were closely related to soldiers serving overseas, the right to vote in 191 7.  All Canadian women aged 21 or more received the vote in 191 8.
	War Measures Act 1914

Gave the Canadian government the authority to do everything necessary "for the security, defence, peace, order, and welfare of Canada". This Act empowered the government to control virtually

every aspect of life in Canada, including withdrawal of civil liberties.  The Act was invoked during the Second World War and again during

the October Crisis of 1970.

	War Guilt Clause

Article 231 of the Treaty of Versailles forced Germany to accept responsibility for causing the First World War and for the damages caused by the war. The clause caused great resentment in Germany.
	Wartime Elections Act 1917

This Act allowed all Canadian women who were directly related to servicemen to vote in the upcoming election. It also took away the vote

from immigrants of less than fifteen years who had come from Germany or Austria-Hungary. Conscientious objectors also lost their vote.

	Wilson, Woodrow

President of the US 191 2-1 920. Responsible for bringing the US into the First World' War in 191 7 and one of the three main leaders at the Paris Peace Talks in 191 9. The creation of the League of Nations was largely his doing.
	Yypres the Second Battle of, 1915

The battle began on April 22nd near the key town of Ypres, Belgium.  The Germans, in an effort to break through the Allied lines, launched the first major gas attack in the history of warfare. This battle was the first engagement for soldiers of the Canadian Expeditionary Force.  Canadian soldiers made a name for themselves immediately for their heroic stand in the gas attack. Approximately 2000 Canadians died in the battle, but the Germans were unable to take the town.

	Barker, William (Billy) 1894-1930

Canadian ace fighter pilot during World War I; he won the Victoria Cross for valour.
	Bishop, William (Billy) 1894-1956

Served as a fighter pilot in the Royal Flying Corps during World War I and became Canada's greatest ace. He is credited with having shot down 72 German planes. He won the Victoria Cross for valour.

	Bluebirds

Name given to female nurses during the First World War who volunteered for service in the Canadian Army Medical Corps.
	Bourassa, Henri 1868-1952

French Canadian nationalist leader who led the anti-conscription movement in 191 7.


	Brown, Roy

Canadian fighter pilot during World War I who was reported to have shot down German Ace Manfred Von Richtoven (the Red Baron).
	Byng, Sir Julian

British General who commanded the Canadians at the successful Battle of Vimy Ridge in 191 7. He later was appointed Governor General of Canada, and became involved in a constitutional dispute known as the King Byng Affair.

	Conscientious objector

A person who refuses military service on the grounds of religious or moral opposition to war.
	"Khaki election"

The federal election of 1917. Many of the voters were men in uniform either in Canada or in Europe, hence the term "khaki the colour of the uniform.

	Volunteer-First World War

Canada's armed forces were entirely made up of volunteers from 191 4 to 191 7. In 1914, English Canadians enthusiastically joined up by the

thousands. The heavy casualties incurred in the 1916 Battle of the Somme convinced the Canadian government to introduce conscription in 191 7.
	Women's suffrage

The right of women to vote. In Canada, the first province to grant women the right to vote was Manitoba in 191 6. The federal government granted women who were serving overseas, or who wereclosely related to soldiers serving overseas, the right to vote in 191 7.  All Canadian women aged 21 or more received the vote in 191 8.


	Clemenceau, Ceorges 1841 -1929

Prime Minister of France at the Paris Peace talks in 1919. He was an advocate of harsh penalties being imposed on Germany, including reparations, loss of territories and severe reduction in the size of the armed forces.
	Williams, Percy

Famous Canadian sprinter from Vancouver who won both the 100 and 200 meter sprints at the Amsterdam Olympics of 1928.



	Pan-Slavism

19’th century movement that recognized a common ethnic background among the various Slav peoples of eastern and east central Europe and sought to unite those peoples for the achievement of common cultural and political goals.
	Two Power Standard
For every ship that Germany of France builds, Britain would also build one to maintain a 2:1 ratio.

	Blank Cheque

Germany offered Austria-Hungary a 'blank cheque' in terms of for whatever action Austria-Hungary chose to take in punishing Serbia for the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand on 28 June 1914.
	


