	Bennett, R. B.

Conservative Prime Minister from 1930-1 935. As Prime Minister during the Depression, he believed that he could "use tariffs to blast a way" into world markets. This theory proved to be totally unsuccessful. Bennett became a lightning rod for the frustration of everyday people.  Cars with no engines were known as Bennett buggies. He had little use for protestors such as the leaders of the On to Ottawa Trek who met with him in Ottawa in 1935. Despite late attempts to solve the

Depression with his "New Deal"; he was badly defeated in the 1935 federal election.
	"Bennett Buggy"

A car which, during the Depression, had its motor removed and was powered instead by a horse pulling it. Many people did not have enough money during the Depression to buy gas for their cars.

	"Buying on margin"

A practice used in the 1920s whereby investors could buy stocks with very little down payment. This method led to much speculation and helped cause the Stock Market Crash of 1929.
	Economic cycle

A normal economic cycle in the capitalist system will include recession, recovery, and prosperity. Sometimes a recession will become so

pronounced that it is termed a depression, such as the Great Depression of the 1930's.

	Laissez Faire

An economic philosophy that promotes the free market and free trade between nations.
	"On to Ottawa Trek"

In 1935, over a thousand men from the relief camps attempted to go to Ottawa by train to protest against camp conditions. They were

stopped in Regina and only the leaders were allowed to go on and meet with Prime Minister Bennett. Bennett was not willing to make any changes. He also ordered the police to break up a group of protestors in Regina. In a violent clash, several hundred protestors were injured, and one policeman was killed. This incident became known as the Regina Riot.

	Protectionism

A policy whereby a government protects its own business and workers by placing high tariffs on goods imported from other countries.
	Recession (see economic cycle)

Part of the economic cycle. Refers to a period in which the economy becomes weaker but does not decline into a depression.

Unemployment would rise and the stock market and trade would decline. The period immediately after the First World War is a good

example.

	Recovery (see economic cycle)

Part of the economic cycle. Refers to a time following recession or depression when the economy is starting to improve.
	"Riding the rods

This term refers to the unemployed young men of the Great Depression who traveled around the country looking for work by "hopping" on freight trains. Only some men were daring enough to actually ride the "rods" under the train.

	Scarcity

An economic concept that suggests that resources are in limited supply and must be used in the most efficient manner possible.
	Social Credit Party -

This prairie protest party won the Alberta provincial election of 1935.  Its leader, William Aberhart, promoted the idea that government

should give money to the citizens so they could spend it and revive the  economy. At the height of the Depression, this theory was very appealing to the Alberta citizens. Aberhart promised each Albertan a dividend of $25 a month. The Supreme Court of Canada, however, disallowed this practice. The party remained popular in Alberta and also formed the provincial government in British Columbia for many years between 1952 and 1991. During the 1960s and 1970s, the federal Social Credit Party elected some members from western Canada with the French Canadian version-the Parti Creditist electing members from Quebec.

	Social safety net

Also known as the welfare state. Canada's social safety net in part consists of Employment Insurance, medicare, old age pensions, welfare

schemes and childcare. The purpose of all of these government initiatives is to ensure a basic standard of living for all Canadians.
	Soup kitchen

Became well known in the Great Depression when organizations such as the Salvation Army or the churches would provide soup and bread for the unemployed. At that time employment insurance did not exist.

	Statute of Westminster

Passed by the British Parliament in 1931. It effectively gave the British dominions, including Canada, control over their own domestic and

foreign affairs-in other words, independence. Canadians, however, could not agree on a formula for amending our constitution-the BNA

Act. As a result, the Constitution remained a British Act until 1982, when it was patriated, together with an amending formula.
	Stock Market Crash October 29, 1929

"Black Tuesday", the day the New York Stock Exchange collapsed, an event which signaled the beginning of the Depression.

	Supply and demand

An economic term that describes the basis of the capitalist system.  When the supply of an item is low and the demand is high, the price  will rise. When the supply is high and the demand is low, the price will drop.
	Winnipeg General Strike 1919

A result of large-scale labour unrest after the end of the First World War. The strike started after the building and metalworkers walked off

the job in May, demanding a shorter working week, higher wages, and collective bargaining rights. The strike grew with eventually 30 000 workers off the job. The Mayor of Winnipeg fired many civic workers, and ordered that the strike leaders be arrested. On June 21, the police attacked a protest parade. One striker was killed and several were hurt.  The workers returned to work after 43 days on strike: having made no obvious gains.

	Work camps

During the Depression, camps were set up in isolated areas so that unemployed men would have somewhere to live and work to keep them occupied. Many worked on road construction or clearing land.  They were given room and board and 20 cents per day. Prime Minister Bennett saw it as a way of keeping troublemakers out of the cities.
	Aberhart, William 1878-1943

Founder and leader of the Alberta Social Credit Party during the Depression. See Social Credit.

	Autonomy

Self-government. Canadian autonomy evolved throughout the 1920's with events such as the Halibut Treaty and the Imperial Conference of

1926. Control over foreign affairs was officially achieved in 1931 with the passage of the Statute of Westminster. We were not able to amend our Constitution, however, until the passage of the Canada Act in 1982.
	Avro Arrow

A state-of-the-art fighter plane that was developed for the RCAF during the 1950's. In 1959 the Diefenbaker government decided to scrap the

project, concluding that the country could not afford the costs of such a plane. Since that time, Canada has always purchased fighter planes

from the United States.

	Baby boom

After the Second World War the number of babies born in Canada increased dramatically with the return of soldiers from overseas. Baby boomers are considered to be- those people born between 1 946 and 1 961.
	Balfour Report

See Imperial Conference

	Banting, Frederick 1891 -1941

Together with Charles Best, he discovered insulin in 1921.
	Branch plant

Business established in Canada, but owned by a larger version of the same company in the United States. This practice began during the 1920s.

	British Commonwealth

Established in 1926 after the Balfour Report referred to Great Britain and the self-governing dominions such as Canada, Australia, New

Zealand and South Africa, as autonomous communities within the British Empire, equal in status. Today the Commonwealth has over fifty members.
	Bush Pilots

Pilots who flew small planes into the north of Canada and up the coasts of the country during the 1920s and 1.930s. They helped open the north to prospectors and mining enterprises.

	Chanak Crisis 1922

The British government asked Canada for military assistance in order to prevent a Turkish army from attacking Chanak, a British garrison in part of occupied Turkey. MacKenzie King refused, indicating that Canada would no longer support the British in conflicts that had no impact on Canada.
	Charleston

A popular dance of the so-called "roaring '20s" (the 1920s).

	Chinese Exclusion Act
Passed in 1923, this Act effectively prevented Chinese people from immigrating to Canada. It was not repealed until 1947.
	Collective bargaining

Allows wage and working conditions contracts between employers and unions to be freely negotiated.

	Cooperative Commonwealth Federation (CCF)

A social democratic party formed in 1932 as a left wing alternative to the old line Liberal and Conservative parties which had failed to find a way out of the Depression. Led by J.S. Woodsworth, a prairie preacher, the party outlined its policies in the Regina Manifesto. The party became known for its ability to persuade Liberal governments to introduce social legislation. In 1961 the party changed its name to the

New Democratic Party.
	Dionne quintuplets

Born in 1934 in northern Ontario, they were an instant sensation. The government of Ontario took over care of the children, putting them on display for the public. Numerous entrepreneurs, the provincial government, and Hollywood made large sums of money because of the popularity of these children. Very little of the money went to the family until an out-of-court settlement with the provincial government at the end of the twentieth century.

	"Five-cent Speech"

In 1930 Mackenzie King said that he would not give "a five-cent piece" to any Conservative provincial government. The federal Liberal leader and Prime Minister lost the ensuing election.
	Flapper

A female style of the 1920s which included "bobbed" hair, the flat-chested look, and hemlines above the knees.

	Ford, Henry 1863-1947

President and founder of the Ford Motor Company. He popularized the use of the assembly line, enabling his famous Model T car to be

produced quickly and cheaply. During the 1920s cars became commonplace in Canada. Car manufacturing plants in Canada contributed greatly to the Canadian economy, as did all the spin-off industries, such as gas stations and road building.
	Group of Seven

Famous Canadian artists of the 1920s and 1930s who revolutionized the painting of Canadian landscape. Using vivid colours and broad

brush strokes, they interpreted Canada as they saw it.

	Halibut Treaty 1923

Important as the first treaty signed by Canada, completely independently from Britain. This particular treaty concerns fishing in the North Pacific.
	Head Tax

In 1885 the federal government imposed a $50 "head tax" on each Chinese person immigrating to Canada. In 1903 the amount was raised to $500 per head. The tax was replaced in 1923 by the Chinese Exclusion Act.

	Imperial Conference

A Committee of delegates from Britain, Canada,

Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa, chaired by Lord Balfour, submitted the Balfour Report that recommended that the British dominions be autonomous. The recommendations of the Report

resulted in independence for those countries. It became law under the Statute of Westminster of 1931.
	King Byng Crisis 1926

Mackenzie King's minority government was facing a motion of censure introduced by the Conservative opposition. Facing certain defeat, King asked Governor General Byng to dissolve parliament and call an election. Byng refused and decided that Arthur Meighen, the conservative leader, should be given the opportunity to form a

government. Meighen's government was quickly defeated in the House of Commons and Byng finally called an election. King campaigned that it was unconstitutional for a British-appointed Governor General not to take the advice of his Canadian Prime Minister. King won the election and the constitution issue was settled at the Imperial Conference held that same year.

	King, William Lyon Mackenzie 1874-1950

Canada's 10th Prime Minister first lead the Liberals to victory in 1921. He lead the party for 29 years, through the Roaring Twenties, the Depression of the Thirties, World War II and the post war reconstruction, before retiring in 1948. Throughout his 21 years as Prime Minister King emphasized national unity, and introduced social programs such as welfare, unemployment insurance, family allowance and old age pensions. He also supported free trade with the United States. Although his public persona was bland, his diaries record a belief in an "afterlife", consultations with psychics, and advice he received from his long dead mother.
	Klu Klux Klan

A secret society that was founded in the United States during the nineteenth century. It promoted hatred against non-white people and Catholics. During the 1920s some branches of the Klan had been established in Canada.

	McClung, Nellie 1873-1951

Manitoba woman who led the struggle for Canadian women to gain the right to vote. As a result, Manitoba was the first province to-grant the vote to women.
	Mclaughlin, Beverly 1936-

The first women to be appointed Chief justice of the Supreme Court of Canada. She was appointed in the year 2000 and had previously been a member of the Supreme Court of British Columbia.

	Meighen, Arthur 1874-1960

Replaced Borden as the leader of the Conservative Party in 1920, automatically becoming Prime Minister. Served as leader of the

Opposition from 1921-1 926; became Prime Minister for a few days during the King Byng Crisis of 1926.
	Murphy, Emily 1868-1933

A leading suffragist, she became the first female judge appointed in Alberta.

	New Deal (Canada)

The much more famous New Deal was that introduced by US President Roosevelt in 1933. In 1935, however, Prime Minister Bennett

introduced his own "New Deal". He promised unemployment insurance, better old age pensions, help for farmers, and fairer taxes. It was too late, however, for the voters, and he was defeated in the 1935 election.
	Old Age Pensions Act

Passed in 1927. Provided a pension of $240 a year for people over 70-not a large amount of money, even at that time, but was the first measure passed that developed into the Canada Social Safety "net".

	Persons Case

In 1928, five female activists, including Emily Murphy, challenged Mackenzie King to appoint a female senator. The Supreme Court of Canada ruled that women were not "persons" under the terms of the BNA Act. The ruling was appealed to the Judicial Committee of the Privy council in Britain. It ruled in favour of the women. Carine Wilson was subsequently appointed as the first female senator.
	Pickford, Mary 1892-1979

A Canadian movie star who went to Hollywood in the 1920s and became known as "America's sweetheart".

	Prohibition

Introduced during World War I in most Canadian provinces, largely because of the work of lobby groups such as the Women's Christian Temperance Union. By 1921, with the return of soldiers from the First World War, support for the measure decreased and provincial governments instead regulated the sale of liquor through government

liquor stores. Prohibition, however, remained in force in the US until 1933. Canadians became the chief suppliers to the US of illegal alcohol through "rumrunners".
	Prosperity

As part of the economic cycle, prosperity refers to a period when the economy is strong, unemployment rates are low, and the amount of wealth created is high. The mid 1 9201s, the 1950's and the 1 960fs, as well as the recent past, would all be considered times of prosperity.

	Protest Party

During the 20th century a number of protest parties existed in Canada. All of these parties had one thing common: they were formed to protest against the policies of one of the two so-called "old line parties-the Conservative Party and the Liberal Party. Protest parties include the Progressive Party of the 1 9201s, the Social Credit and the Cooperative Commonwealth Federation (CCF) of the 1930's. A protest party has never formed the federal government; however, on a

number of occasions, such a party has formed a provincial government.
	Protectionism

A policy whereby a government protects its own business and workers by placing high tariffs on goods imported from other countries.

	Regina Riot

see "On to Ottawa Trek"
	Regina Manifesto

The 1932 platform of the newly formed cooperative Commonwealth Federation. It called for public ownership of major industries and utilities. It promoted social legislation such as welfare, old age pensions, unemployment insurance, medical care, and low income housing.

	Relief payments

During the Great Depression the government issued food vouchers to those who could prove that they owned nothing of value and were being evicted from their homes.
	Rowell-Sirois Commission

A royal commission established by Prime Minister King in 1937 to examine federal-provincial relations. The commission recommended that the federal government be given more power over taxation and, in turn, give equalization payments to the provinces to make sure that Canadians in all parts of the country would receive reasonably equal services. With the outbreak of World War II, most of the recommendations were not acted upon at that time. In the post-war years, however, the equalization principle did become a reality.


	Depression 

A period of particularly severe economic problems and hardship.
	Speculation
The practice of making high-risk investments, in hopes of obtaining larger profits.


