	Appeasement

"The granting of concessions in order to maintain peace." Between 1935 and 1939, many western countries, including Canada, believed that the best solution to Hitler's aggressive tactics was to allow him to take over some of the areas adjacent to Germany, e.g. Austria and the Sudatenland in Czechoslovakia. The hope was that he would be satisfied and a major war would not break out. When Hitler attacked the remainder of Czechoslovakia in March 1939, the western leaders realized that their policy had failed.
	Arsenal of democracy

A term used to describe part of Canada's contribution to the victory in the Second World War. Canada earned this title for its large production of munitions, military vehicles, and airplanes. The June 1940 National Resources Mobilization Act allowed the government to pursue an all out war effort, often known as "total war".

	Atlantic, Battle of the

1939-1 945. Battle between allied navies and air forces against German U-boats, in order to keep the convoy supply routes open to Britain from North America, in particular. The German submarines held the upper hand until 1943, after which the threat decreased for the remainder of World War lI. The Royal Canadian Navy played a very significant part in this battle, being totally responsible for defending convoys in the western Atlantic until December 1941, and afterwards sharing these duties with the US Navy.
	Axis powers

A reference to the alliance between Germany, Italy and Japan during the Second World War.

	Blitzkrieg

Its English translation being "Lightning War", blitzkrieg refers to the highly effective tactic used by the Germans in the first two years of World War II. Fast mobile ground forces equipped with tanks were supported by air planes. This strategy was more effective than the static defence strategy of the opposition forces. Examples include the attack on Poland, 1939; France, 1940; the Soviet Union, 1941.
	Bomber Command

The section of the Royal Air Force responsible for the aerial bombing of Germany during the second World War. Many squadrons of RCAF bombers served under this Command.

	Britain, Battle of

1940-1 941. The German air force attempted to bomb Britain into submission; however, with the use of radar, secret code breaking equipment, and the valiant efforts of the Royal Air Force fighter pilots, the German attack proved to be unsuccessful. Many British citizens, however, were killed and many cities, including London, were badly damaged. Approximately one eighth of the Royal Air Force pilots were Canadian.
	British Commonwealth Air Training Program

Established in 1939-1 940. Pilots, navigators, and ground crew from Britain, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, and Canada were trained on the Canadian prairies. During the first year of the Second World War, this enterprise was probably Canada's greatest contribution to the war effort.

	Conscription Crisis 1944

Because of bitter memories of the conscription Crisis of 191 7,

Mackenzie King's Liberal government did its best during the Second World War to avoid overseas conscription. In 1940, the National Resources Mobilization Act was passed, allowing conscription for home defence only. King promised that there would be no overseas conscription. In 1942 he was released from that promise by a national referendum that allowed the government to impose conscription if necessary. However, 80% of the residents of Quebec had opposed the referendum. By the fall of 1944 it became obvious that more troops were needed in Europe. King hoped that new Defence Minister General McNaughton would be able to persuade home conscripts to serve overseas. He was unsuccessful. In November 1 944, King decided to impose conscription and send 15 000 conscripts overseas. Although

there were huge protests in Quebec, King survived the controversy and the European War ended in May 1945. King refused to send conscripts to the Japanese War that went on for another three months.
	Corvette

A small naval escort ship used extensively by the Royal Canadian Navy escort convoys during the battle of the Atlantic.

	D-Day June 6,1944

The name given to the day when the allied invasion of Normandy in the Second World War would take place.
	Declaration of War
In 1939, as a show of our country's new independence, the Canadian parliament voted to declare war on Germany on September 10, 1939,

a full week after the British declaration.

	Dieppe Raid

5000 Canadian soldiers took part in a raid on the small French sea port of Dieppe on August 19, 1942. The purpose was to test German defences in preparation for a later major invasion. The raid was not well planned and was a huge failure. German strength was much greater than expected and nearly 1000 Canadians were killed and 2000 captured. Lessons, however, were learned that later ensured the success of the Normandy Invasion of 1944.
	Dunkirk Operation Dynamo

Between May 27 an d" June 3, 1940, approximately 340 000 British and

French troops were rescued from the beaches of Dunkirk, a French port on the English Channel. The allied troops had to leave all heavy equipment. The evacuation was aided by calm seas and the Royal Air Force.

	Fascism

A far right wing political ideology that glorifies the state, encourages aggressive nationalism, and demands a strong leader. It first became popular in Mussolini's Italy which became a model for other right wing dictatorships.
	Hitler, Adolf 1889-1945

Leader of Nazi Germany from 1933 to 1945, he was responsible for the rearmament of Germany during the 1930s. His expansionist policies resulted in the German takeover of Austria and Czechoslovakia.  After the outbreak of the Second World War in September 1939, Hitler occupied most of the European continent, but failed in his attempt to conquer the Soviet Union. He was also responsible for the Holocaust, which resulted in the deaths of some six million Jewish people in Europe. As the Soviet armies entered Berlin in late April 1945, Hitler committed suicide.

	Holocaust

The name that has been given to the genocide of six million Jewish people by the German Nazis during the Second World War.
	Hong Kong

In the Fall of 1941, the Canadian government agreed to a request from Britain and sent two battalions of soldiers (about 2000 men) to help with the defence of Hong Kong. The colony was attacked by Japanese forces on the same day as Pearl Harbour and surrendered on Christmas Day. 555 Canadian soldiers died either in battle or as a result of the terrible conditions in the Japanese prisoner-of-war camps.

	Internment camps

During World War II they were used to

intern over 20000 Japanese Canadians.
	Italian Campaign

A division of the Canadian Army took part in the allied invasion of Sicily (Operation Husky) and ltaly in July 1943. Canadian soldiers fought at Casino, and also were responsible for the capture of Ortona - in December 1943. The Canadians fought up the east coast of Italy during 1944 and early 1945. In March 1945 the first Canadian Corps

was transferred to the Netherlands. In all, over 

93 000 Canadian soldiers served in Italy, and 5400 were killed.

	Japanese Canadians

The first Japanese immigration to Canada took place in the 19th

Century. By the beginning of the Second World War, there were over 23 000 Japanese people living in Canada, mostly on the west coast, employed in the fishing or agricultural industries. In 1942, after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour, the Canadian government ordered that all people of Japanese descent (whether born in Canada or not) were to be sent to camps at least one hundred miles from the Pacific Ocean. Most were sent to abandoned mining communities in the BC Interior. Their homes and boats were confiscated and sold. It wasn't until 1949 that the Japanese Canadians were allowed to live where they wanted in Canada. In that same year they also received the right to vote in federal elections. In 1988 the Japanese Canadians received an official apology from the federal government and individuals were paid some compensation. A large sum of money was paid to the community as a whole. Today, there are over 80 000 Japanese Canadians in Canada.
	Juno Beach

The code name given to the. Normand beach where the Canadian division landed on D-Day-June 6, 1944. It was one of five allied beaches, the others being Omaha (US), Utah (US), Cold (UK), and Sword (UK).

	Munich Conference (September 1938)

At this conference (considered to be the height of the appeasement policy) the leaders of Britain and France agreed to allow Hitler to annex the Sudatenland, a German-speaking part of Czechoslovakia, to Germany. Hitler claimed that this would be his last territorial claim.
	Mussolini, Benito 1883-1945

Fascist leader of Italy from 1922-1 943. German "puppet leader" of ltaly from 1943-1 945. Canada was at war with ltaly from 1940 to 1943 and continued to fight against the Germans in ltaly from 1943-1945.

	Operation Barbarossa

Code name for the German invasion of the Soviet Union, which started on June 22, 1941.
	Operation Overlord

The code name for the Allied attack on Normandy on June 6, 1944. The initial attack involved divisions from the US, Britain, and Canada, and proved to be successful. The ensuing Battle of Normandy lasted for several weeks, after which the Germans quickly retreated to Belgium and Eastern France.

	Ortona

A town in South Eastern Italy where some of the most bitter fighting involving Canadian soldiers in the Second World war took place in December 1 943. The Canadians engaged in house-to-house fighting against very determined German forces. By New Year's, the Canadians had finally liberated Ortona.
	Pearl Harbour

The Japanese naval air force made a surprise attack on the US naval base at Pearl Harbour, Hawaii, on December 7, 1941. Several - battleships of the US Pacific fleet were damaged or sunk. This attack resulted in an American declaration of war the following day. Canada also declared war on Japan. Canadian soldiers in Hong Kong were soon

fighting as the Japanese attacked the British colony the same day as Pearl Harbour.

	Propaganda

Used extensively by the government during both the First and Second World Wars. Canadians were persuaded to join the forces, buy victory bonds, put up with rationing, and dislike the enemy. During the First World War most propaganda was in print, or in the form of posters.  During the Second World War, radio and film were also used.
	St. Louis

A passenger ship which carried over 900 Jewish refugees from Germany in 1939. They asked permission to dock in Canada but were refused. Many of the passengers later died in concentration camps.

	Submarine (U-boat)
During the Second World War, the German navy again came close to stopping Allied shipping across the Atlantic with its deployment of "wolf packs" of U-boats.
	Total war

During the Second World War, the Canadian economy and the Canadian people were organized to do whatever it took to win the war. The government told industries what to produce, and farmers were told what to grow. Even the amount of food a person could buy was controlled with the imposition of rationing.

	United Nations Organization

Formed in 1945 by the fifty nations allied against Germany, Italy and Japan during the Second World War. There are now over 190 –member countries. The main purpose of the UN was and is to maintain peace. The organization consists of the General Assembly where there is one seat for each member country; a Security Council consisting of 15 members-5 permanent (USA, UK, France, Russia and China) and 10 non-permanent; a Secretariat, headed by the Secretary-General of the UN; and numerous agencies such as UNESCO, UNICEF, WHO.
	Victory Bonds

Government savings bonds sold to the public during both the First and Second World Wars. A great deal of money was raised for the war effort. There was also considerable propaganda value in that civilians felt they were contributing to the victory.

	War brides

Women who met and married Canadian servicemen in Europe during the Second World War. Approximately 48 000 war brides and their

children immigrated to Canada between 1945 and 1947. Most war brides came from the British Isles and the Netherlands.
	War Measures Act WWII

Gave the Canadian government the authority to do everything necessary "for the security, defence, peace, order, and welfare of Canada". This Act empowered the government to control virtually every aspect of life in Canada, including withdrawal of civil liberties. The Act was invoked during the Second World War and again during the October Crisis of 1970.

	Wartime Prices and Trade Board

A government committee set up during the Second World War which controlled all prices and wages in Canada.
	Howe, Clarence D. 1886-1960

A very influential minister in both Mackenzie King's and Louis St. Laurent's Liberal cabinets.' from 1940 to 1945, as the Minister of Munitions and Supply, he essentially ran Canada's wartime economy.  After the war, he was responsible for the smooth transition to a peacetime economy while serving as Minister of Reconstruction, Trade

and Commerce.

	National Film Board –
It was created in 1939 by the government as a way of distributing propaganda to Canadians during the Second World War. Since that time it has produced thousands of documentary films about Canada or Canadian topics.
	Netherlands campaign

During the late winter and spring of 1944-45, the Canadian Army fought in the Netherlands and was responsible for the liberation of that country. Over 8000 Canadian soldiers lie buried in the

Netherlands.

	Carr, Emily 1871 -1945

A British Columbia painter who became famous during the 1920s for her depictions of the West coast forests and aboriginal life.


	Employment Insurance (El)

Previously known as Unemployment Insurance, it was established by the federal government during the Second World War. It has become one of the important features of the Canadian social safety net.  Workers and employers both pay into a fund that is administered by the federal government.



	Manhattan Project

Code name for the project to build the first atomic bomb. Canadian scientists took part in this project and the uranium used for the bombs came from Canada.


	Rationing

Established in 1942 in Canada. Every Canadian was entitled to a week's ration of food. Canadian ration amounts were considerably higher than those in the UK.

	Totalitarianism
A dictatorship in which one leader has total control and absolute power. There were no other ideologies, nor was there any opposition.
	Enabling Act
Hitler bullied the Reichstag into passing the Enabling Act. This act made him all powerful and brought an end to democracy in Germany. 



	Nuremburg Laws
A group of extremely anti-Semitic laws passed by Hitler between 1933 and 1939. 
	Gestapo
Hitler’s secret police

	Five Year Plans
Introduced by Stalin in an attempt to take control of all aspects of the economy. It collectivized farm land by literally ending all private ownership of land and increased investment in heavy industry.
	Luftwaffe
German air force.


