	Berlin Wall

Built by the East Germans in 1961, the wall surrounded the City of West Berlin, thus making escape to West Germany by East German citizens much more difficult. The wall became the symbol of the Cold War, and its removal, in November 1989, symbolically signaled the end of the Cold War.


	Bomarc Missile

An American defensive missile deployed by Canadian forces during the 1960's. The purchase of these missiles created controversy because the missiles were meant to be armed with nuclear warheads. The Conservative Diefenbaker government decided not to use the nuclear warheads. During the 1963 federal election campaign, Lester Pearson's Liberal Party promised to acquire the warheads. After its election victory, the new Liberal government purchased the nuclear warheads making Canada very much part of the nuclear rivalry during the Cold War with the Soviet Union.

	Canada Council

A government-sponsored organization formed in 1957 to provide funding for the arts in Canada. Individuals and groups can apply for public funding from the Council.


	Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC)

Formed as publicly owned radio service in 1936, its purpose was to provide Canadian-produced entertainment and news in competition with the many American radio stations that people listened to at the time. The French version eventually became known as Radio-Canada.  CBC Television began in 1 953.

	Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA)

The government agency responsible for the coordination and distribution of Canada's foreign aid program.


	Canadian Radio and Television Commission

A federal regulatory body which oversees the granting of licenses and the operation of all radio and television in Canada.



	Cold War

This name refers to the political and military rivalry between the West (USA and allies) and the Communist Bloc (USSR and allies) from the after the Second World War to the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989. In many ways an ideological conflict between capitalism and communism, the rivalry led to a large-scale nuclear arms race. Canada played an integral part in the conflict in part because of its geographical location between the two super powers. We were a founding member of NATO in 1949 and joined with the USA to form

NORAD in 1957
	Debt reduction

A plan sponsored by several developed countries including Canada to help some of the highly indebted poor countries reduce their loans by not requiring them to be repaid. The hope is that it will allow poor countries to use the money for development projects in their own countries.



	Deficit
The difference between the amount of money the government raises in a year and the amount that it spends-if the amount spent is more than the amount raised. The Canadian federal government was in a deficit situation during the 1 9708s, 1980's and the 1990’s, up until 1997. Since that time the budget has resulted in a surplus.


	DEW Line-Distant Early Warning Line

A string of US-built radar stations built across the Canadian Arctic during the 1950s to detect a surprise Soviet attack over the North Pole.



	Diefenbaker, John 1895-1979

Conservative prime minister of Canada from 1957 to 1963. A brilliant speaker, he achieved the greatest majority at that time in the 1958 election. He was responsible for giving Status Indians the right to vote, and for introducing the Canadian Bill of Rights in 1960. He was defeated by Liberal Lester Pearson in 1 963.


	Displaced persons

Refers to post-Second World War refugees from Eastern Europe. Some had lost their homes through border changes. For example, the eastern part of Germany had been given to Poland. Many had fled to Western Europe to escape the Soviet occupation of Eastern Europe.  Many of these people came to Canada as immigrants.



	Douglas, Tommy 1904-1986

CCF Premier of Saskatchewan 1944-1 961. Responsible for the creation of Medicare in that province. Leader of the federal NDP 1962-1971. In

2004 he was voted the "Greatest Canadian" on a CBC television series.


	Employment equity

Beginning in the 19501s, laws have been passed in all Canadian provinces that prevent employment discrimination based on race, gender, etc. In recent years, some provincial governments have passed pay equity laws that call for women to receive equal pay for work of equal value.



	Expo '67

The world's fair was held in Montreal in 1967 and was considered to be a resounding success. It lifted the profile of Canada in the world, and served as a suitable 100th birthday for the country.


	Flag

In 1964, Prime Minister Lester Pearson suggested replacing the Red Ensign with a new Canadian flag. After much debate, the present flag was adopted and became the official flag of Canada on February 15, 1965. At the time, the issue was controversial, with organizations like the Royal Canadian Legion leading the opposition to the new flag.



	Couzenko, lgor 1919-1982

A cipher clerk at the Soviet Embassy in Ottawa who defected to the West in 1945. He had proof that the Soviets were spying on the west in order to obtain atomic secrets-one of the first events of the Cold War.


	Hungarian Revolution 1956

An attempt by liberals in Hungary to overthrow the Soviet-backed Communist leadership of the country. The Soviet Union used very repressive means to put down the revolution. Thousands of Hungarian refugees were allowed to come to Canada as immigrants.



	Immigration, Post-War

After the Second World War, some 2.5 million immigrants arrived in Canada, between 1945 and 1967. Most of these newcomers were from Europe.


	Iron Curtain

The division between the democratic countries of Western Europe and the communist countries of Eastern Europe. The term was first used by

Winston Churchill to describe the situation in Europe after the Second World War when there was no communication and no knowledge about what was happening in the countries under the influence of the Soviet Union.



	Kennedy, john 1917-1963

Thirty-fifth President of the United States. Kennedy, a Democrat, defeated Republican Richard Nixon in the 1960 presidential election.

His domestic policy aims of civil rights and social reform were mainly not achieved during his short presidency. He is best known for his handling of the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962, and the establishment of a partial test ban treaty on nuclear arms in 1963. He visited West Berlin in June 1963 and reaffirmed US support for the city with his famous declaration, "Ich bin ein Berliner!" (I am a Berliner!).  In November 1963 he was assassinated while visiting Dallas, Texas. His relationship with Prime Minister John Diefenbaker became strained during the Cuban Missile Crisis when Diefenbaker refused to immediately put Canada's NORAD forces on high alert.


	Korean War 1950-1953

Canada joined the United Nations force that was sent to help South Korea defend itself from a North Korean invasion, which started in June

1950. North Korea had a Communist government and was backed by both the Soviet Union and the People's Republic of China. Most of the UN forces came from the United States. Canada contributed 26,791 soldiers, sailors and airmen. 51 6 of these died in Korea. Both sides signed an armistice in 1953, which left Korea divided along the 38th parallel, much as it had been before 1950. Over half a century later, the situation still remains the same, although recently there have been some signs of more cooperation between the two Koreas.  Unfortunately, this has not happened to the degree hoped for.



	Massey Commission

Established in 1949, it was to investigate the state of Canadian culture.  Its 1951 report recommended that Canadian culture be protected from American influences. One result was that the Canada Council was established in 1957 to give grants to theatres, artists, and writers.


	McCarthyism

A reference to the beliefs of US Senator Joseph McCarthy, who was the chairman of the Committee on Unamerican Activities in the early years of the Cold War. He believed that many Americans had become Soviet agents. As a result, several prominent US citizens were falsely accused of supporting the Soviet Union against the United States.



	Medical Care Act-"Medicare"

Introduced by Pearson's Liberal government in 1966, in part to prevent Liberal support going to the NDP, which was led by Tommy Douglas who had been the "father of Medicare" in Saskatchewan. The new system meant that publicly funded medical systems would exist across the country. Both federal and provincial governments would pay for the system.


	North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)

A military alliance established in 1949 to defend Western Europe against any possible Soviet invasion. Originally, the alliance consisted of ten Eastern European nations plus Canada and the United States.  The present alliance consists of 26 nations, including nine countries that formerly belonged to the Warsaw Pact. Under the NATO agreement, Canadian forces were stationed in Western Europe. After the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989, however, the Soviet threat disappeared and all Canadian bases were disbanded by 1994.

	NORAD
North American Air Defence Command was formed by a treaty in 1957. Under this treaty Canada and the US jointly share responsibility for the air defence of North America. Formed at the height of the Cold War, its original purpose was to defend North America from a Soviet attack using planes carrying nuclear bombs. Later, the threat came from missiles with nuclear warheads. Today, NORAD stands for North

American Aerospace Command.
	Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)

Formed during the 1960s, mainly consists of Middle Eastern oil producing countries. These nations collectively decide on the amount of oil that they will produce, thus determining the price of oil throughout the world, This cartel displayed its power in 1973 and 1974, when it refused to sell oil to most western nations. The price of oil shot up by nearly 400%.



	Peacekeeping

Used by the United Nations to maintain peace in a previous war zone. Sometimes, peacekeepers are used after a civil war, such as Cyprus, or after an international conflict, such as between Israel and Egypt. The responsibility of peacekeeping soldiers is to keep two sides apart and prevent any further conflict. The first major US peacekeeping force was established after the Suez Crisis of 1956. Lester Pearson, Canada's Minister of External Affairs at that time, suggested a peacekeeping

force be created, and was later awarded the Nobel Peace Price for this endeavour. Between 1956 and 2000 Canada contributed to every UN peacekeeping force. Since that time, however, Canada's role in UN peacekeeping has diminished considerably.
	Pearson, Lester Bowles 1897-1972

From 1948-1 957 served as Canada's Minister of External Affairs. He served as President of the UNs General Assembly, and nearly became the Secretary General. In 1956, during the Suez Crisis, it was his work that created a United Nations peacekeeping force which was sent to the Middle East. For this he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1957. He became leader of the Liberal Party in 1957, but lost the election to John Diefenbaker in 1958. From 1963 to 1968, however, he led two minority governments as Prime Minister. During his time in office, the new Canadian flag was introduced, as were the Canada Health Act, the Student Loan Plan, the Canada Pension Plan, and "colour blind immigration".



	Refugee policy

Canada has had a policy of accepting legitimate refugees from oppressive regimes since the Second World War.


	Regional Disparity

The economic gap between richer and poorer provinces in Canada since the Second World War. Ontario, Alberta, and British Columbia have normally been part of the former group and the Maritime provinces have been included in the latter.



	Royal Commission on the Status of Women

Established by the federal government in 1967 to investigate and make recommendations-on women's status in Canadian society. Key recommendations included paid maternity leave, an end to discrimination against women, and provisions for day care services.


	Sputnik

The first man-made space satellite, launched in 1957 by the Soviet Union. This action made Western nations realize that the Soviet Union had a very advanced rocket program.



	Suez Crisis 1956

An attempt by British and French forces to seize the Suez Canal zone from Egypt after the government of Egypt had nationalized the canal from a British-French company. In an attempt to expand its territory, Israel supported the British-French action. The ensuing world crisis was partially solved at the UN when Canada's Lester Pearson (Minister of External Affairs) suggested that a UN peacekeeping force be sent to the area. Pearson was awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace in the following year.
	Superpower

Term used to describe both the USA and the USSR between 1945 and 1989 when both countries had military power far in excess of any other nation.



	Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly in 1948. Detailed the basic human rights that should be given to all people.


	Vietnam War

A war between Communist North Vietnam and US-backed South Vietnam. American involvement during the 1960s resulted in - thousands of US citizens moving to Canada to avoid the military draft.  Canada refused to help the US government in this war. Some 12 000

Canadians, however, did join the US armed forces and participated in the conflict.



	Workers Compensation

A fund that is established in each province to compensate workers who are injured on the job and are unable to work.


	Warsaw Pact

Founded in 1955. The military alliance of Eastern European Communist states, led by the Soviet Union.



	Pierre Elliot Trudeau/Trudeaumania
In 1968, he became the leader of the Liberal Party and also the Prime Minister of Canada. Since he was French-Canadian, many felt that he would finally address Quebec’s concerns. People were also attracted to him because he was youthful, casual, stylish and had tons of charisma.


	Official Languages Act
Trudeau implemented this in 1968 to make Canada truly bilingual and bicultural. He also believed that this would make Quebec feel like a part of Canada.



	Citizenship Act 1976
Eliminated gender discrimination and granted citizenship to children of overseas marriages when the mother was Canadian. The Citizenship Act also required adequate knowledge of one of two official languages before an immigrant could become a Canadian citizen. 
	Immigration Act 1978
Reduced barriers to immigration as new immigrants were welcome regardless of colour, religion or country of origin. It created three categories of immigrants: the family class, refugees and independents. 

	Multiculturalism
In order to combat the racial tensions created with the new immigration policies, Trudeau’s government quickly adopted a policy of multiculturalism. 
	


