	Aboriginal Right to Vote

In 1960, aboriginal peoples in Canada were granted the right to vote in federal elections. Prior to this, for aboriginals to vote they were required to give up their status under the Indian Act.
	Aboriginal rights

The recognition of Aboriginal land claims and the right to continue to hunt and fish on their traditional lands.



	Aboriginal self government

The concept that aboriginal peoples have the right to establish local government that would be equal and parallel to the provincial and federal governments. The Supreme Court of Canada has never declared that aboriginal peoples have this right. However, self government has been negotiated with the federal government in Nunavut (1 999) and Nisga'a (Northern BC, 2000).


	Amending formula

Most aspects of the 1982 Canadian Constitution can be amended with the support of the federal parliament plus seven provinces that represent more than fifty per cent of the Canadian population. Certain aspects, such as the position of the monarchy, can only be changed by unanimous consent of the federal parliament and all the provinces. 


	Assimilation 

The policy of the federal government towards aboriginal peoples, from the mid 19th century until the late 1960's. The policy was intended to integrate the aboriginal peoples into mainstream Canadian society. It included the provisions of the Indian Act, the establishment of residential schools, and the anti-potlatch laws. The final attempt at

assimilation came in the form of the 1969 "white paper" which met with huge opposition by aboriginal people and was eventually discarded.
	Assembly of First Nations

Formed in 1980 to represent all the aboriginal groups across Canada in their dealings with the federal government.



	Berger Commission/MacKenzie Valley Pipeline Project
A federal government commission in 1977 called to study whether a pipeline should be built down the Mackenzie Valley. It recommended that a pipeline not be built until aboriginal and environmental concerns were resolved.

	Bilingualism policy

The Official Languages Act of 1969 made English and French both official languages in all federal institutions. It also resulted in regulations being enacted such as the policy of bilingual labeling on products.



	Bill 101

An act passed in 1977 by the Parti Quebecois government which made French the only official language in the Province of Quebec.  Amongst its provisions was the sign law which required that all businesses display outdoor signs only in French. The Act also stipulated that all children, except those with a parent whose first language was English, must attend French-speaking schools. This meant that all non- English-speaking immigrants would attend French schools.
	Bloc Quebecois

A separatist party from Quebec that elected members to the federal parliament in every election since 1993. Although a majority of

Quebecers do not wish to see Quebec separate from the rest of Canada, many feel that their interests within Canada are best represented in Ottawa by the Bloc.



	Bouchard, Lucien 1938-

Formerly a cabinet minister in Prime Minister Mulroney's Progressive Conservative government, he left the party and became leader of the

separatist Bloc Quebecois. In 1996 he became the leader of the Parti Quebecois and the Premier of Quebec.


	Bourassa, Robert 1933-1996

Liberal leader of Quebec during the 1970s and 1980s. He was pro- Canada, but was still a Quebec nationalist.

	Canada Act 1982

This document became Canada's new patriated constitution. Included most provisions of the BNA Act, a Charter of Rights and Freedoms, and an amending formula. It was agreed to by the federal government and nine of the ten provinces. Quebec refused to agree.


	Charlottetown Accord 1992

The second attempt since 1982, to amend the constitution in Canada.  Its main provisions were to accept Quebec as a distinct society, reform the Senate to make it an elected body, and recognize aboriginal self government.  It was rejected in a national referendum.



	Clarity Bill

After the 1995 Quebec Referendum, Prime Minister Jean Chretien’s Liberal government legislated the Clarity Bill, which called for a very clear question in any future Quebec referendum. The referendum would also have to be passed by a substantial majority before the federal government would be willing to negotiate any terms of separation with the Quebec government.


	Cross, James 1921

See October Crisis


	Cut-off Lands

Lands taken from aboriginal reserves without aboriginal consent. In

1927 aboriginal leaders appeared before a parliamentary committee in

Ottawa to protest against these actions. The government simply

passed legislation forbidding the raising or acceptance of money to

pursue land claims.

	Delgamuluukw Ruling

The Supreme Court of Canada case which defined Aboriginal title.  States that Aboriginal tribes could claim ownership of land if they could prove that they occupied the land before the Canadian government claimed sovereignty over it.



	Distinct Society

A term contained in the failed Meech Lake Accord, which would have recognized the special nature of Quebec. Supporters of the term's

inclusion in the Accord felt that it would help protect the French language and Quebec culture. Opponents, such as former Prime Minister Trudeau, believed that the concept would isolate Quebec from the rest of Canadian society instead of maintaining the bicultural/bilingual nature of the nation.
	Duplessis, Maurice 1890-1959

Founded the Union Nationale Party in Quebec in the mid 1930s. In 1936, this pro-business, "small-c" conservative nationalist party won the election and Duplessis became premier. He was defeated in 1939, but regained office in 1944 and served as premier until his death in 1959. He strongly supported Catholic Church involvement in educational and social responsibilities. He was responsible for introducing the Quebec "fleur-de lys" flag in 1948, which became a symbol of Quebec nationalism.

	FLQ

see Front de la Liberation de Qu6bec (FLQ)

	Front de la Liberation de Quebec (FLQ)

A radical separatist organization of the 1960s and early 1970s which was responsible for the October Crisis of 1970.



	Harper, Elijah 1949

See Meech Lake Accord

	lndian Act

Originally introduced in 1876, it is a paternalistic piece of legislation that established the policies of the federal government in its role of being responsible for Aboriginal Peoples in Canada. The purpose of the original act was the assimilation of Aboriginal Peoples into white culture. This was to be achieved by enrolling First Nations children in residential schools and through the Christian churches. The original act made it illegal for First Nations people to vote or to drink alcohol. A major revision of the act occurred in 1951. The clauses concerning prohibition of alcohol and restrictions on native ceremonies (the potlatch) were removed. The most recent major change occurred in 1985, when women were given the right to retain Aboriginal status when marrying non-Indian men.

	Kitchen compromise, November 4, 1981

A late night, last-minute agreement between Ottawa and nine of the ten provinces to accept the Charter as part of a new constitution if an "escape clause" (aka the Notwithstanding Clause) was added. The only province that was not part of the agreement was Quebec. The "escape clause" became the "notwithstanding clause". (see "notwithstanding clause")
	Land claims

Claims to areas of land that aboriginal peoples believe are theirs due to historical occupation; no previous treaty having been signed by the aboriginal peoples concerned and the government of Canada. Since 1975 a number of claims have been settled. Most of these are in the North of Canada and include the creation of the new territory of Nunavut in 1999. The most important claim settlements in the provinces are those of northern Quebec and the Nisga'a settlement in

northern BC The Nisga'a settlement included self-government, 257 million dollars and 2020 square miles of territory.

	Language rights

The right to speak and have services in one of the two official languages of Canada.

	Laporte, Pierre 1970

Quebec Labour Minister who was kidnapped by the FLQ five days after James Cross was taken. He was called the "Minister of Unemployment and Assimilation" by the FLQ. Laporte was later killed by the FLQ cell that had kidnapped him.



	"Maltre Chez Nous"-see also Quiet Revolution

This refers to the slogan of the Liberal party in the 1962 election. It meant to strengthen Quebec's control of its economy by encouraging more French participation in business activities.


	Meech Lake Accord 1987

The result of a federal-provincial first ministers' conference held at

Meech Lake, north of Ottawa. Instigated by Prime Minister Brian

Mulroney, the conference was an attempt to satisfy the constitutional demands of the Quebec government, which had refused to sign the 1982 new Canadian constitution. It was hoped that, with a federalist government led by Premier Robert Bourassa now in power, an agreement could be reached. The key demands of Quebec were in fact met. They included the recognition of Quebec as a "distinct society", the right to nominate some Supreme Court judges, the right to opt out of cost-shared programs, and the right to set certain provincial immigration regulations. The constitutional accord would not become law until it had been ratified by the federal and provincial parliaments within three years. The Accord died in 1990 when Elijah Harper, an aboriginal member of the Manitoba legislature, used a procedural tactic to ensure that the Accord could not be debated before the three year deadline had passed. Harper felt that the accord did not address the concerns of aboriginal peoples.

	Mulroney, Brian 1939

Progressive Conservative Prime Minister of Canada from 1984-1 993.  Noted for the establishment of the Free Trade Agreement with- the US in 1989, and the subsequent formation of NAFTA. He also attempted to bring Quebec into the constitutional process with the Meech Lake

Accord of 1987, and the Charlottetown Accord of 1992. Both of these attempts, however, ultimately failed the ratification process.


	Multiculturalism Act

Policy adopted by the federal government in 1971 to support and encourage all ethnic groups in Canada to honour their culture and share it with the rest of Canada.



	Nisg'a Land Claim

A struggle by the Nisg'a, Citksan, and Wet'suwet'en tribes of the Nass Valley in northern British Columbia to establish their claim to land they said they had occupied for centuries. It became the first modern day treaty signed in British Columbia when the Nisg’a agreed to a settlement in 1996.


	Notwithstanding clause

This clause allows governments to pass a law that violates a specific freedom under the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. The clause expires five years after it is invoked but may be renewed if the government so desires.



	October Crisis

On October 5, 1970, members of the FLQ kidnapped British Trade Commissioner James Cross in Montreal, 'and demanded the release of jailed FLQ members. The demand was refused, and on October 10 the Quebec Labour Minister, Pierre Laporte, was also kidnapped. Prime Minister, Pierre Trudeau then invoked the War Measures' Act on the basis of apprehended insurrection. Under the first peacetime use of the Act, several hundred Quebecers were arrested and jailed without any charges being laid. On October 16, the Canadian Army was ordered to patrol the streets of Montreal and Ottawa, and on the 1 7th, Pierre Laporte's body was discovered. Several weeks later, the kidnappers of

Cross were discovered. He was released in exchange for the kidnappers being given safe passage to Cuba. Most people who had been arrested under the War Measures' Act were released.
	Official Languages Act

Passed by the Trudeau government in 1969 to enact one of the major recommendations of the Bilingual and Bicultural Commission. The Act made Canada an officially bilingual country. It required the federal government to provide services in both languages across Canada in all federal institutions.



	Oka Confrontation

Began over a decision by the Oka Town Council to expand a golf course into Mohawk land. The Mohawk Warrior Society decided to stop the expansion, which led to a stand off between the Quebec Police, the Canadian Army, and the Mohawk warriors.


	Parti Quebecois

Separatist party in Quebec founded by Rene Levesque in 1967. The party came to power in 1976, and failed in its attempt to have a sovereignty association referendum passed in 1980.



	Patriation of the Constitution

The 1982 Canadian Constitution was passed by the federal government and nine of the ten provinces. The BNA Act, on the other hand, was a British Act and could be amended only by the British Parliament. The 1982 Canada Act included an amending formula: no longer would Canada have to call on the British Parliament to amend the Canadian Constitution. It was Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau's plan to "bring the Constitution home to Canada" so it could be amended in Canada and be truly a Canadian document.
	Point system

In 1967, Lester Pearson's Liberal government introduced a "colour blind" point system to Canada's immigration policy. From that time to

the present, applicants have been awarded points on the basis of such factors as education, job skills, age, languages spoken, etc. A successful applicant must have the required number of points to become a permanent resident of Canada. (Exceptions to this policy include immigrants who are accepted as refugees or for compassionate reasons.)

	Quebec Referendum 1980

Quebec Premier Ren6 L6vesque held a referendum in 1980 on the question of a new agreement with Canada based on the concepts of sovereignty association. Quebec would be politically independent, but would maintain a close economic partnership with Canada. Prime Minister Trudeau became very involved in the referendum campaign and promised a new constitution for Canada. The final vote count resulted in the question going down to defeat 60% to 40%.
	Quebec Referendum 1995

In 1995 Premier Jacques Parizeau of Quebec held a second referendum on Quebec sovereignty. The results were extremely close.  This time, the referendum was defeated 50.6% to 49.4%. The "near death" experience resulted in the federal government's introduction of the Clarity Bill.




	Quiet Revolution

In the early 1960s, the Quiet Revolution was promoted by the newly elected Liberal Government of Quebec, led by Premier Jean Lesage. It sought to modernize Quebec, partially by lessening the power of the Roman Catholic Church. The government established control over education and social services and also promoted more Francophone control over the Anglophone-dominated economy. The provincial government also pushed for special status for Quebec within

Confederation.
	Residential schools

Under the Indian Act, aboriginal children were forced to attend residential schools, where teachers would try to assimilate children into the western culture. Many students suffered extreme emotional or physical abuse while at these schools.



	Royal Commission on Bilingualism and Biculturalism

Established in 1963 by Prime Minister Lester Pearson, it recommended that federal government services across the country should be available in French and English. It also said that the federal civil service should be open equally to English and French speakers and that French

as a second language be promoted in English speaking parts of Canada.
	Separatism

A policy of creating a separate independent country of Quebec, advocated by the Parti Quebecois since 1967.



	Sovereignty Association

A term used by Ren6 Levesque to describe the relationship between Quebec and Canada that he was promoting. It implied that Quebec would be politically independent but economically joined to Canada.


	Trudeau, Pierre Elliot 1919-2000
Fifteenth Prime Minister of Canada, 1968-1 979, 1980-1 984. Trudeau won his first election on a wave of popularity ("Trudeaumania") in 1968. He was responsible for introducing the War Measures Act during the FLQ Crisis of 1970. A passionate federalist, he campaigned in 1980

to help defeat the Quebec referendum on sovereignty. In 1981 he negotiated with the premiers to patriate the Canadian Constitution from Britain. Included in the new Constitution was the - charter of Rights and Freedoms, which he hoped would bring about what he called "a just society". The Charter is his greatest legacy.


	Union Nationale Party-see Duplessis, Maurice

	War Measures Act 1970 –see October crisis


	Canadian mosaic

Part of the multiculturalism policy to allow all cultural groups to maintain and celebrate their own identity in Canada.


	First Nations

The name taken by aboriginal people in Canada to strengthen the fact that they were distinct nations and therefore should have the right to

govern their own territories.



	
	


