	Canadian Coalition for the Rights of the Child

Conducts research on how well Canada is fulfilling it obligations under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.


	Emigration rates

The number of people leaving a country in a given year per 1000 of population.



	Expanding population

A country with a high birth rate and many young children in its population pyramid. The broad base indicates that the population is

growing rapidly.
	Exponential rate

The rate at which a population increases. Each generation builds on the size of the previous generation. The result is an exponential increase: 1, 2, 4, 8, 16.



	Age structure

Dividing the population into three age groups: children up to age 15, working adults 16 to 64, and adults 65 years and older.


	Agenda 21

A statement adopted at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992 stressing the need for the world to develop a sustainable world economy.



	Agribusiness

Farm businesses owned by corporations controlled by shareholders.  Usually produce specialized products to meet market demands.


	Aquifers

Areas that may be deep beneath the surface of the Earth where groundwater is stored. Aquifers may be used to supply water for human needs. The water, however, is being used more quickly than aquifers can refill themselves.



	Arable land

Land that is suitable for agriculture.


	Biodiversity

Refers to the importance of keeping the native variety of plants and animals in an area since they rely on each other for existence.

Removing one type of plant or animal may affect the sustainability of

others in the area.



	Boreal forests

Coniferous forests that covered much of Canada, Europe, and Russia.  Large areas of these forests are threatened by logging or pollution such as acid rain.


	Carrying capacity

The number of people that the land can support. If the population increases beyond the carrying capacity there will likely be famine or disease to reduce the population to a manageable level.



	Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs)

Chemicals that were widely used in coolants, solvents, and aerosol spray cans, and are noted as the leading cause of the breakdown of the ozone layer.


	Cloning
The artificial production of living things from genetic material. The result is two plants or animals that are identical.



	Cohorts

The name given to the five year intervals of a population pyramid.


	Contracting population

A country with a birth rate that is lower than the death rate. Its population pyramid will be-narrower at the base to indicate the low

birth rate.



	Crude birth rate

The number of births in one year in a country per 1000 of population.


	Crude death rate

The number of deaths in one year in a country per 1000 of population.



	Decentralization

An attempt to move economic opportunities from core areas to the periphery. This is an attempt to ensure prosperity for more regions of a country.


	Demography

The statistical study of human populations, specifically birth rates, death rates, natural increase rates, and other factors that affect population change in an area or country.



	Demography Transition Model

A model that can be used to show the changes in population as the economy and industry of a country also change.


	Dependency ratio

The ratio between the number of people that are working and those that are over the age of 65 or under the age of 15.



	Desertification

The expansion of desert areas of the world mainly because of over use of nearby land areas. This is a particular problem in the Sahel region of Africa.


	Developed country

Generally, countries with an industrial-based economy, good education

and health care systems, and little or no population increase.



	Developing countries

Generally, countries that have more of an agriculturally-based economy, inequalities in both its education and health care systems, and a rapidly increasing population.


	Developing economy

Generally associated with a developing country. It may have some technology, but most of the economy is characterized by primary low-productivity industries.



	Doubling time

The time required for a population to double in size. Can be calculated by using the "rule of seventy." Divide 70 by the natural increase rate

for a country to determine the approximate doubling time for that country.


	Ecological footprints

Refers to the impact of a given population on nature. It is a way of estimating how many resources each person would need to maintain his or her present lifestyle.



	Ecotourism

Promoting tourism of the natural world that encourages people to appreciate and preserve the natural environment.


	Economic activities

Refers to the various sections of an economy and all the activities that take place in that sector which contribute to the wealth of the whole economy.



	Economic disparity

The economic differences of poverty and wealth that exist side- by side in many places around the world.


	Family planning

Refers to the concept of couples actually planning the number-of children they will have. It may also refer to the policy of a government to encourage various birth control methods to limit population growth.



	Fertility rate

The number of children a woman will have in her lifetime.


	Genetically modified plant;

Refers to the process of genetically altering the structure of a plant by gene splicing in order to make more resistant or heartier plants.



	Globalization

Refers to the process by which regions and countries around the world have become more interconnected and interdependent through increased trade and commerce as a result of multinational companies establishing themselves in the region or country. The process has been

enhanced by modern communication systems and computer technologies.


	Global warming

The result of excessive carbon dioxide accumulation that traps heat in the atmosphere and results in warmer than average temperatures and erratic weather conditions.



	Greenhouse effect

The burning of fossil fuels such as coal, oil, and natural gas has resulted in the accumulation of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere that does not allow heat to dissipate into space.


	Gross Domestic Product (GDP)

The total value of all goods and services produced in a country in one

year.



	Groundwater

The portion of the world's water supply that is underground in natural

reservoirs of aquifers.


	High Density

The type of housing usually found in major cities where people live in apartment blocks, condominiums, or high rise buildings. There are a

large number of people per hectare.



	Highly indebted poor countries

Countries that are less developed and have very large debt loads that are owed to international financial institutions or developed countries.


	HIV/AIDS

Virus that destroys the immune system that should protect the body from diseases. The disease is passed person to person through sexual acts, blood transfusions, used hypodermic needles, or from mother to child during birth.



	Human Development Index
A United Nations-developed index that ranks countries using three measures: adult literacy, life expectancy, and per capita GDP.


	Immigration rates

The number of people entering a country in a given year per 1000 of population.



	Industrial heartland

Refers to the area of southern Ontario and southern Quebec where Canada's major manufacturing and service industries are located.


	Industrialization

Changes in the economy to production using machine power in factories located in cities. Resulted in a movement of people to the cities to take jobs in industries.



	Infant mortality rate

The rate at which deaths of infants under one year of age occur in a country in a given period of time, usually one year, per 1000 live births

in the same period.


	Infrastructure

Refers to basic things in a country such as transportation and communication links, electric power distribution, schools, and hospitals that allow the country to function at a higher economic level.



	Kyoto Protocol

An international agreement to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 6% of the 1990 level by the year 2012.


	Multinational companies

Companies that operate in a number of different countries. Because of their economic power they can at times dictate prices paid to producers in developing counties.



	Multilateral aid

Aid to some less-developed country or region that is funded by a number of different governments.


	Multiplier effect

Refers to the availability of non-basic activity jobs that expand as the basic activity expands. Generally it is estimated that for every basic activity job three non-basic activity jobs are created.



	Natural increase

The difference between the crude birth rate and crude death rate.


	Net migration rates

The difference between the immigration and emigration rates.



	Newly industrialized countries

Refers to countries that are building up their industries and infrastructure. These countries are generally shifting from an

agricultural to an industrial economy.


	Non-renewable resources

These are resources that can be used only once. Examples are oil or natural gas.



	Nutritional density

The measure of how much nutrition in calories an area of land can produce.


	One-child policy

A policy began by the Chinese government in 1980 to control the rapidly growing population. Cash rewards, free medical care, and better educational opportunities were offered as incentives to parents who had only one child.



	Our Common Future (Brundtland Commission)

A United Nations report published in 1987 that suggested people in the developed world needed to reduce resource consumption to develop a sustainable lifestyle for the whole world.


	Ozone

A special kind of oxygen in the Earth's atmosphere that blocks the ultraviolet (UV) rays of the sun. UV rays are cancer-causing in humans and can damage plant and animal life.



	Ozone layer

Part of the outer atmosphere that protects the Earth from the harmful affects of solar radiation.


	Pandemic

An epidemic that occurs over a wide geographic area.



	Per capita GDP

Divide the CDP by the number of people in a country to find the average GDP per person or per capita.


	Permafrost

Permanently frozen subsoil in the northern parts of Canada. The amount and level of permafrost is being affected by global warming.



	Population density

The number of people living in a given area. May also be referred to as crude density, which can be determined by dividing the population of a country by its area.


	Population distribution

Where people live on the surface of the Earth.



	Population pyramid

A graph divided into five year intervals by male and female that shows the age and sex structure of a population.


	Poverty

Measure of the amount of money individuals have available to look after all their needs. In Canada poverty is defined as having to spend

more than 56% of a person's income on the necessities of life such as food, shelter, and clothing.



	Primary industries

Refers to industries that gather raw materials such as mining, logging, or fishing.


	Productivity

The level of economic output for a country. A country based on a traditional economy will have a low level of productivity. A country with a developed economy will have a high level of productivity.



	Progress of Nations Report (PNR)

A new child risk index developed by UNICEF. It measures five factors: the mortality rates of children under five, the percentage of children

who are underweight, the number of children not in primary school, the risk from armed conflict, and the risk from the disease HIVIAIDS.


	Protected Areas Strategy (PAS)

A British Columbia government plan to preserve 12% of provincial land for parks by the year 2000.




	Pull factors

Situations occurring in the cities that are attracting poverty-stricken people from rural areas. The movement could be caused by hope for a better job, better education, pr better health care, to mention a few.


	Push factors

Situations occurring in the countryside that are encouraging poor people to move to the cities. This is generally in developing countries

and may be caused by things like division of land, natural disasters, or famine.



	Renewable resources

These are resources that can be reproduced over time. Examples could include forests or fisheries.


	Secondary industries

Refers to industries that take the raw materials and make them into a finished product.



	Shanty towns

Makeshift homes built by urban poor out of whatever material is available. Usually these homes are built around major cities in

developing countries


	"Silent Spring"

Book published in 1962 by American Rachel Carson. It warned of the environmental dangers caused by industrial pollution levels.



	Situation

Describes the relationship of the city to its larger surroundings. It could include factors such as landforms, population, and economic activities.


	Squatting

Living on land that does not belong to you. This is a problem in shanty towns near major cities in developing countries.



	Stable population

A country with birth rates and death rates in balance. Its population pyramid will be reasonably even for the major part of the pyramid.


	Standard of living

The wealth of a country that is shared among its citizens results in a certain standard of living. It may include income people earn, access to

health care, levels of nutrition, life expectancy, literacy, and the status

of women.



	Stewardship

The concept of careful management of resources so that they are sustainable.


	Subsistence agriculture

A type of agriculture that produces enough food to meet the basic nutritional needs of the farmer.



	Sunset industries

Industries that are no longer as profitable as they once were, and that

may have to be shut down at some point because they are no longer

profitable.


	Sustainable development

An approach to the use of resources so that future generations may

continue to enjoy a lifestyle similar to the one that we have today.



	Suzuki, David 1936

World famous Canadian environmentalist. He helped to heighten public awareness of environmental issues through TV documentaries

and writings.


	Tertiary industries

Refers to industries that provide services to individuals and businesses.



	Traditional economy

An economy based on primary industries, usually farming. An economy based on human power, not mechanical power. All countries at some point in history started with this type of economy.


	United Nations International Children Emergency Fund (UNICEF)

The United Nations agency that deals with children's issues around the

world.



	World Bank

Bank that lends money to developing countries to help them build infrastructure projects to improve the standard of living of their people.


	World Health Organization or WHO

The UN agency that carries out vaccination programs and disease prevention programs around the world.



	Vital Statistics
Population numbers that record births and deaths and other significant population related numbers. These are used by provinces and cities when they plan and allocate for necessary resources.
	Cohort Group
An age-sex grouping in a region or county (for example-males aged 5-9 living in Vancouver, BC)

	World Trade Organization (WTO)
The main functions are:

- Administering WTO trade agreements

- Forum for trade negotiations 

- Handling trade disputes

- Monitoring national trade policies

- Technical assistance and training for developing countries

- Cooperation with other international organizations
	


