	Social Studies 11
	Name:
	

	Topic:  WWII
	Date:
	

	“Life Under Adolf Hitler”
	Block:
	


SS 11

Video:  Life Under Adolf Hitler


Video Notes
1.  Germany at the end of January 1933, failed to find a _________________

strong enough to command a majority of deputies in the nation’s parliament.  In desperation, the job was given to Adolf Hitler, leader of the________________________________________.  Hitler’s Nazis commanded over ________% of German votes.  President ____________________ believed he could control Hitler’s power and add the Nazi voting strength to their own.  Hitler would always proudly boast that he had gained power____________________.  

2. Hitler took various steps to ensure that no one could ever claim that power back.  His first step was to arrange new national elections for March 1933.  This time the German’s used all the resources of government to gain the majority of Reichstag seats.  They used…

a. ____________________

b. ____________________

c. ____________________

3.  In Prussia, the Nazis enrolled 50,000 sympathizers as police to keep order and to force their opponents off the streets.  But Hitler sought more power and control.  Several weeks before the elections, the Reichstag building was mysteriously set on fire and burnt down. The Nazis blamed the ____________________ and stirred up such a fear that of ____________________ ____________________that President Hindenburg signed a decree for the ____________________ of the people and the state.  This gave Hitler the power to suspend ____________________ and ____________________ ____________________ through out Germany.  

4. Examples of these lost freedoms included:

a. ____________________________________________________________

b. ____________________________________________________________

c. ____________________________________________________________

5. Meanwhile the ____________________ ____________________convinced many Germans they had been saved from a Communist take over.  At the March elections that followed, the Nazis won an all time high of 43.9% of the vote.  It was the best result Hitler would ever achieve in free elections.  But it was still not a clear majority.  So Hitler conceived of simple and a perfectly legal way to gain absolute power.  At the first meeting after the election, Hitler asked the Reichstag to pass an____________________ ____________________, giving his own Nazi ____________________, exclusive legislative power for four years.  This act would give Hitler the ____________________ power he had always wanted.  

6. Having gained political power, the Nazis reasoned that the best way to hold on to it was to gain control over every aspect of German life.  That way, no one could ever challenge the will of the Fuhrer again.  So the Nazis introduced a policy called, Gleichschaltung.  Which meant…

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Every element of German life was affected by this.  Every German was involved in it with no exceptions and no opposition.  This was the basis of Nazi totalitarian rule.  Political power was Hitler’s first interest and establishing control through a ____________________ ____________________ ____________________ had been Hitler’s aim.  

8. Now that he had gained political control, he began to eliminate all remaining opponents.  Some of the groups that were banned were:

a. ____________________

b. ____________________

c. ____________________

9. Within a month, he’d approve of the creation of the _________________, the secret state police who’s mere reputation kept most people in line.  

10.   The millions of German’s who belonged to other parties either ____________________ , ____________________ or joined the Nazi party.  In fact so many Germans wanted to join the Nazi party that party headquarters was forced to suspend new applications.  

11.  But the very speed of Hitler’s victory, led many of Hitler’s men to act with dangerous arrogance.  A particular concern was the behaviour of Hitler’s own Nazi Army or ____________________ (Storm Troopers).  In the early days of struggle and street fights, these men helped their Fuhrer to victory.  Now victory had come and they wanted their reward in loot and good jobs.  When these were slow to arrive, the SA became restless.  There was talk of a second revolution that would sweep away the old institutions including the German army and replace them with the loyal SA men.  Since the SA were almost 20 times larger than the German army, such talk was taken seriously.  

12. Why was Hitler concerned about his own S. A.?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13.   What did he do to suppress his concern? 

________________________________________________________________________

14.   At the end of June 1934, Hitler fulfilled his part of the bargain.  In a sudden strike over 1 weekend hundreds of SA leaders were arrested and executed in a blood purge called the ____________________ of the ____________________ ____________________.  

15.   Some weeks after the blood purge, 87 year-old President Hindenburg died.  Hitler immediately took over the presidency using the term Fuhrer or ____________________ and Reich chancellor.  

16. With unchallenged power in their hands, the Nazis could now complete their transformation of Germany into a totalitarian state according to the  ____________________ ____________________ as interpreted by leading Nazis.  

17.   What kind of economic turmoil was Germany experiencing at the time of Hitler’s rise to power?

a. ________________________________________

b. ________________________________________

c. ________________________________________

d. ________________________________________

18. The Nazis quickly and effectively solved Germany’s economic problems by …

a. ________________________________________

b. ________________________________________

c. ________________________________________

19.   In keeping their policy of Gleichschaltung, he Nazis had forbidden all strikes and banned all trade unions.  In their place, the Nazis established ____________________ ____________________which controlled all German workers, and encouraged the ____________________ of____________________, the ____________________ of____________________, and the value of ____________________ work.  

20.   Life as a worker in Nazi Germany lacked bargaining power.  But in many cases it meant access to special ____________________ clinics, special ____________________ and special ____________________ plans.  One of these promised every German worker a people’s____________________ . The war intervened before any cars were given but the world has Adolf Hitler to thank for the Volkswagen.  

21. Another Nazi scheme was the German ____________________ ____________________, the DAF which drafted Germans for a years worth of compulsory public labour.  The Nazis saw this as an excellent way for young Germans to learn____________________ , become fit and ____________________ their country with a pick axe and shovel.  Indeed the shovel was the symbol of the DAF.  

22.   Hitler also began an intense rearmament program.  How did this affect the German economy?

a. ________________________________________

b. ________________________________________

c. ________________________________________

d. ________________________________________

23.   As a result of the Nazi economic policy known as Autarky, or self-____________________, Germany become the first European nation to emerge out of the Great Depression.  

24.   What kinds of clubs or organizations were the German people encouraged to join?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

25. Young boys were directed to Hitler Youth where the emphasis was on a.  ________________________________________

b. ________________________________________
c. ________________________________________
d. ________________________________________
e. ________________________________________
26. Young women had the League of German Girls which encouraged its members to study home____________________ , ____________________ and racial purity.  

27. Nazis had strong ideas of what was right and what was wrong in education.  Unfortunately their ideas were often based on racial prejudice which led the Nazis to encourage odd ideas which included racial ____________________, and empty gestures such as book____________________ .  

28. What was the significance of book burning to the Nazi party?

________________________________________________________________________

29.   Promoting German culture in its Nazi form became the responsibility of Germany’s new Minister of ____________________ Enlightenment and____________________, Dr. Joseph Goebbels.  In truth images of happy smiling Germans were not all propaganda .  They did seem happy with Nazi rule in the 1930s.  Although negative aspects of the regime had been carefully hidden from the world press.  

30.   What were the Nuremburg Race Laws?

________________________________________________________________________

31.  Who was placed above the law? ___________________________________

32.  Lebensraum –what did it mean? ____________________________________
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