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Unit:  Canada in the Post War Period
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	Counterpoints Ch 6 & 7
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Complete the chart using Ch 6 & 7 of your Counterpoints Textbook & the Student Workbook p. 125-137.  For Counterpoints, it may be helpful to look up the policies/projects as they are listed in the index at the back of the book so you are able to find the page numbers where they are mentioned in the book.
Indicators of our 
· relationship with the USA (in blue)
· commitment to foreign aid programs (yellow)
· view on social welfare (green)
· tolerance (purple)
· French-English Relations (pink) 
· emerging identity as a middle power (anything in blue and yellow)
· Canada as a international peacekeeper (orange) 
· economic strength (grey, yellow and some blue—that involves US trade)
· independence from Britain (white)

	Prime Minister & Years in Office
	PARTY
	POLICIES / PROJECTS
	Summary of Policy
	What does this tell us about the era? 
	What does this tell us about the Prime Minister?

	Louis St. Laurent

1948- 1957
	
	· The St. Lawrence Seaway
	linked the Great Lakes to the Atlantic Ocean, required cooperation between Cnd & US and meant that Canadian products would move to world markets. 
	Cnd becoming strengthening international trade relations
	List some characteristics given the policies he has undertaken.  What do you think people were saying about him while he was in office?

	
	
	· The Trans-Canada highway
	A highway spanning Canada (St. John’s, NFLD to Victoria, BC)
	An indicator of our wealth to be able to fund such a project
	

	
	
	· Pushed for a trans-Canada natural gas pipeline
	A natural gas project.  Pipeline to take gas from AB to QC
	Allowed us to participate in international oil market.  Indication of wealth.
	

	
	
	· Newfoundland became Canada’s tenth province
	Encouraged a referendum in NFLD so that they would confederate
	growing desire to participate/benefit from Cnd wealth
	

	
	
	· Made major headway in legislation for social welfare
	Known as ‘Uncle Louis’ for actions such as this.  A man of the people… of the working class.
	A time to respond to the ‘average’ Canadian
	

	
	
	· Department of Citizenship & set up Immigration Act 1952
	It was decided that the practice of barring immigrants from entering Canada based on their ethnic origin would continue
	We haven’t made progress in terms of addressing our multiculturalism
	

	
	
	· View on Red Scare (see p.192 of Counterpoints)
	‘not succumbing to the black madness of the witch hunt’ even though communism was real
Recall Gouzenko affair as a one-off
	Acknowledges the reality of communist threats but within reason
	

	
	
	· Entered Canada into NATO
	A commitment to keep a full army brigade & air squadrons in Europe
	Acknowledges the seriousness of nuclear war
	

	
	
	· Implemented Columbo Plan
	A foreign aid initiative which built factories and infrastructure in Pakistan, India & Sri Lanka
	Extension of our wealth
	

	Prime Minister & Years in Office
	PARTY
	POLICIES / PROJECTS
	Summary of Policy
	What does this tell us about the era? 
	What does this tell us about the Prime Minister?

	John Diefenbaker

1957- 1963
	
	· Grounded Avro Arrow Project
	· a supersonic long-range all-weather jet 

· halted all production of Arrows and discarded six completed Arrows due to expenses. Unemployment.
· Cnd gov’t decided to buy an American product, the Bomarc missile instead
	· Was this a response to US pressure to buy the Bomarc?
· Still succumbing to US pressure?
	List some characteristics given the policies he has undertaken.  What do you think people were saying about him while he was in office?

	
	
	· Entered NORAD
	· (North Atlantic Aerospace Defence Command) was created to detect Soviet planes or missiles in order to give early warning of an attack
· Canada contributed $300 million dollars, and three radar lines were constructed in Canada’s North.
	· Concern over ideological conflict between US and USSR
· Anxiety over nuclear war or attack by USSR
	

	
	
	· PM during Cuban Missile Crisis & Vietnam War
	· Cuba:  as UN member sent ‘fact-finding’ mission instead of putting nuclear weapon stations in Northern Canada

· Vietnam: did not support American involvement in a foreign war.  Accepted US draft-dodgers
	· Increasing separation from US foreign policy
· Some resentment from Americans
	

	
	
	· Raised pensions for the elderly and disabled
	· Pensions (monies for elderly upon retirement)
	· Increasing recognition of the need for proper social safety net by governments
	

	
	
	· Relationship to Canadian farmers
	· Directed at farmers in Prairies and Atlantic Provinces
	· Increasing recognition of the need for proper social safety net by governments
	

	
	
	· Canadian Bill of Rights
	Put into law the basic freedoms (speech, worship, assembly. 

But not part of the constitution
	· A realization that change was coming?
	

	Prime Minister & Years in Office
	PARTY
	POLICIES / PROJECTS
	Summary of Policy
	What does this tell us about the era? 
	What does this tell us about the Prime Minister?

	Lester B. Pearson

1963- 1968
	 
	· Entered into Auto Pact
	allowed CN & USA to import cars from each other without paying import taxes, & also led to increased American investment in the Canadian economy.
	A growing dependence on the US?
	List some characteristics given the policies he has undertaken.  What do you think people were saying about him while he was in office?

	
	
	· Appointed a Royal Commission on Bilingualism and Biculturalism to improve English-French relations
	A study done to determine & improve the relationship between French & English speaking Canadians
	Realization that Canada was not 1 unified country.  Signal for regional discontent?
	

	
	
	· Canada Pension Plan

· Medicare
	A formal and legalized plan with clear percentages about what kind of benefits people were entitled to.  Reduced the subjectivity of old plans.
	Continued commitment to improved social welfare
	

	
	
	· Canada’s new flag
	Cut formal symbolic ties with Britain by changing flag
	Independent from Britain.. but what about USA?
	

	
	
	· Suez Canal
	Note:  He is not PM for this crisis but Minister of Foreign Affairs
Creator of UNEF to police region until peace talks eventually ended the conflict .  Got a nobel peace prize
	International recognition as peacekeepers?  Will we maintain this persona?
	

	
	
	· Against the ‘witch hunt’ associated with communism (see p.192 of Counterpoints)
	Note:  He is not PM during the ‘Red Scare’ per se (that was during St. Laurent) but he was Minister of Foreign Affairs.
Wanted to keep a healthy perspective on communism.
	Won’t succumb to international (American) perceptions of Communism
	

	
	
	· PM during Vietnam War
	Did not support the war.  Did not send troops as it felt it was a foreign war.
	Increased separation from US foreign Policy
	

	Prime Minister & Years in Office
	PARTY
	POLICIES / PROJECTS
	Summary of Policy
	What does this tell us about the era? 
	What does this tell us about the Prime Minister?

	Pierre Trudeau

1968-

1984
	
	· Official Languages Act 
	Made Canada a bilingual country.  This legislation came out as a response to the Bi & Bi Commission.
	An increased commitment to unify Canada & address cultural concerns
	List some characteristics given the policies he has undertaken.  What do you think people were saying about him while he was in office?

	
	
	· Citizenship Act
	Eliminated gender discrimination, and granted citizenship to children of overseas marriages when the mother was Canadian
	Growing tolerance
	

	
	
	· Immigration Act 1978
	Reduced barriers to immigration.  Created 3 categories of immigrants:  family (sponsored), refugees, independents (people seeking improved living conditions)
	Growing tolerance
	

	
	
	· Income tax cuts
	Lowered the taxes paid by average (middle income Canadians).
	Steady commitment to meet needs of average Canadian
	

	
	
	· National Energy Policy
	Resulted from the OPEC crisis, which froze Alberta oil prices below world levels to keep the cost of oil down for Cnds.
	Strengthened feelings of Western alienation (Central Canada alienating Western Canada that is)
	

	
	
	· OPEC Crisis
	1972, a sudden increase in the price of oil by OPEC countries, when suppliers realized that demand for oil was greater than supply.
Worsened by Iran-Iraq war of 1979
	Signals a high dependence on a major international commodity/scarce resource
	

	
	
	· FIRA (Foreign Investment Review Agency)
	An organization which approves the establishment of any new foreign companies (specifically US) in Canada
	A commitment to protect Canadian industries from US Branch plants and or potential corporate mergers that would result in mostly US ownership
	

	
	
	·  Improved benefits for the poor and elderly
	Again, there is an increase in the funding for social programs
	Continued focus on safety net
	

	
	
	· View on Women & Rights
	Made sexual discrimination illegal, passed maternity leave, equal pay
	Growing tolerance
	

	
	
	· Entered into La Francophonie
	A program of developmental aid to West African countries who were ex-Colonies of France
	Both a sign of our wealth and a commitment to improve the standard of living elsewhere
	

	
	
	· NORAD membership? View on Missiles?
	Recall Diefenbaker’s gov’t… (well… we’re still members but phased out the use of Bomarc missiles and their nuclear warheads stationed in Canada by 1971
	Communism no longer a threat, 
Political pressure by social groups to eliminate nuclear weapons
	

	
	
	· Recognizes the Communist China”
	Canada refused to criticize communism as vehemently as the Americans. Canada recognized ‘Red’ China as a legitimate government
	Tolerance
Respect for autonomy of other nations
	

	
	
	· NATO involvement?

	Reduced Canadian armed forces stationed in Europe
	Communism no longer a threat
	

	
	
	· CIDA (Canadian International Development Agency)
	A foreign aid program to oversee assistance in developing countries 
	Both a sign of our wealth and a commitment to improve the standard of living elsewhere
	

	
	
	· Stance on Trade


	Increased trade relations on Asian countries and subsequently opened the door on immigration
	Sees Asia as a growing market and sees need to access that market
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